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[bookmark: _GoBack]Henry V is one of the most interesting plays by Shakespeare, written to honor King Henry V. Also, the play explores the declining rule of Elizabeth I. Taking these two approaches allows Shakespeare to address the issues of national identity, responsibility, and the power of the king.
In the play, the aspect of national identity is addressed in different areas. The play opens with the King, Canterbury, and Ely discussing about invading France. In the king's interpretation of the Salic law, he has the authority to invade France provided that there is a well-hallowed cause (Shakespeare 1.2.306). The possibility of a civil war in England is high and King Henry tries to find a way to confederate his people towards a common enemy. In this context, the king desires to be seen as a custodian of the English law, order, and political stability. National identity is also addressed from the perspective of gender and ethnicity. The king refers to the soldiers as a "band of brothers" (Shakespeare 4.3.62). He also addresses masculinity portrayed by English men and how these values differentiate them from other soldiers. National identity is also addressed in the aspect of language. English is considered the native language, and thus prompts them to separate from Celtic margins. Separating civilization from barbarism (Shakespeare 5.2.79-80).
The aspect of responsibility is addressed when the king thinks out loud to himself about the roles and responsibilities he has to his people. In his camp, the king disguises himself as a commoner and reveals the overwhelming responsibilities he has (Shakespeare, 4.1.242-266). In act 4 scene 1, the king puts himself into the shoes of a common man, showing how he relies one different perspectives to make leadership decisions. A sense of responsibility motivates him to lead his subjects, putting friendship and personal feelings at bay. It is through a sense of responsibility and not relying on emotional attachments that he shows the power of the king. He does now express his sorrow to his subjects.
The aspect of a declining rule of Elizabeth I is addressed in different areas. Even before the play opens, the reader has a notion that the country is in tensions with other nations and within itself. During her reign, there were civil conflicts between religious groups. Also, the relationships with France, Ireland, and Scotland are at the highest (Shakespeare 1.2.152-160). In this context, the tensions and inability of the country to solve the conflicts among its people implies a declining rule of Elizabeth I.
The aspect of Elizabeth I declining rule is also addressed in Kenneth Branagh's film adaption of Henry V. In the film, Elizabethan England is portrayed as a politically unstable, corrupt, and unaccountable. The queen is portrayed as insecure, imperfect and at the same time successful (Sarkis, 2020). Although the queen is portrayed as successful, she succumbs to the challenges of corruption and inability to use the power given to her as a queen.
Both the play and the film are used to explain the dual nature of the message. In addition to showing the aspects of national identity, responsibility, and the power of the king, they glorify Elizabeth I and concerns about her declining rule.
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